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Ph HOWE wpan the Reavler 4 Bit Fol bio plu 
that IT fr it could HeSp by  #rdre fe ful 
that #99 to lay dowd; ach Riſes, 4 if hey be 
obſer a, wilt #rahe Mer wiite Hyore a orr#ftHy; ( and 
nelge Mivye Hifcreetly ; - But Horace aft bs tead 


ſeriouſly of ndt. ar aff; for elſe the Reader woht be 


the better for him, and I ſhall have loft my labour. 
I bawe kept as cloſe as I could, both to the Mean- 

and the Words of the Author, aid done no- 
yt f bit-what 1 beliewe he would forgive if be were 
pros 3 And I have often ask'd my ſelf that Que- 
ftion. I know this is a Field 


Per quem Magnus Equos Arunci flexit Alum- 
nus. . . 


But with all the reſpe& due to the name of Ben. 

Johnſfon,co which no Man pays more Veneration than 
T it cannot be deny'd that the conſtraint of Rhyme, 
ahd'd literal Tranſlation ( to which Horace in this 
Book declares himſelf an Enemy *) has made hint 


want a Comment in many places. 


A2 My 


My chief care has been to Write intelligibly, and 


- where the Latin was obſcure, I have added a Line 
| or two-to explain it. 


T am below the Envy of the C riticks, but if "- 


* durſt, 1 would beg them to remember, that Horace 
ow'd his fav0t and his fortune tothe Charaflergiven 
of "bim by Virgil and Varius, that Fundanius 8 


Pollio are ftill. valued by what Horace. ſays of 


them, and that in their Golden 4ge, there was a 


good Underſtanding among the Ingenious, and thoſe. 


zho were the moſt Efteent d werethe "of Nater &. 
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| +* me ff? 


| Ome'\ was not: ot better by Im I tayght; 


Than y we, are, here, t9. comprehend. -his 
FA Por: (tl hought :. 
T is Poet writ to: Noble Piſo, there; 


A Noble Piſo.dois infliru& us here, ' |. ume 
Gives us.a:patierniih his flowing Stile:-- 11s 
And witltrich Precepts do's oblige our Tſe; 
Britain, whoſe Genious is'm- .Verſe expreſts 
Bold: and: ſublime, bur nepligertly diefty** - © 


Horace- 


| Horace will ofr pf Branches prune, 
Give us new rutes,. and ſet our rHarpi in tune, 
Dire& us how, to back the winged Horſe, © 
Favour his flight, and moderate his force 3 ; 
Thor Pocts-may of Inſpiration boaſt, 
Their Rage ill govern'd, in the Clouds i is loſt; 
He that proportion'd wotders can diſcloſe, 
At once his F ancy and his Judgment ſhows. 
Chaſt moral Writing we may learn from hence 
Neglect of which no wit can recompence ; ; 
' The Fountain whiclr from Helicon proceeds, - 
That fa red Stream ſhould never water weels,- © 
Nor make the.Crop of thorns and thiftles grow 
Which Envy or perverted Natute' ſow; 
 Well-ounding Verſes are the Charmwe uſe, 
Heroickrhoughcs, and vertue-to tafuſe ; 
Thingyof deeplenfe, we maytisſProfeiuntold,: -\ 
But they may giecey; in-lofry'numbbis told; * 


By'the tou Trumpet, which our Cottrage aids, 

We learn that ſound, as well as ſenſe, perfirades. 
The: Nhiſes fend,! mito hipifclf fevers," | 

With ilen pity looks on all chat Fir"; 

But where a brave, # publick Aion thines, 

That he rewards with fis firumortal Lines; 

Whether it bein CounſtTofin Fight, 

His Countrey's Honor i his chief tights 5 

Praiſc of groar Ads” beſitters 84 feud, "1" 

Which: may the like; in- eoming Ages! breed: 
Here rqueke che fareof Verſes, alays prix 4” 

With adlwtutiony orarmilich defpin'd,” | 7 © 

Men will be Tef-induyentto their faults 

And patiqnce an a Bags 

Poets loſ& half the praiſe they ſhould have got, 

Could it be known, what they diſcreetly blot. 

F inding new words, that to the xaviſlrc.Ear 


May like the Language of the Gods appear, 


Such, as of qld, wiſe Bards emplayd,eh make: 
Unpolſh'e men. their! old Feats! Siocſike, ©) 
And caiſing Citjes. M ders Charming "a 1 
For rudeſt minds, with Harmony were caught: ' 
And civil Life Was by the; Mafes tanght, : 21! 211 
So wandring Bees would periſh in-the Air; ' '/ 
Did not a ſ#und,: proportion'd tottheir Ear,” .* 
Appeaſe their rage, invite thearto the Hive,” |. 
Unite ehcir force, . andceach them haw to thrive, - 
To-rob the flowers, and toforbear m_—_—_— 
| Preſery'd i in WW; ter by their Summers toyl;:. : i". 
|, L, They giveus, food, which may'with NeQar "_ 
And Waxthatglo, the ableur Sun, ſupply. 
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_— 7. HORACE 


oetpmns 4 (HH4SE 
H Oo R AC 


THE, 


Art j Paetry.” 


FP 1n-a Picuare { Pie) you ſhould fi 
A. handſome Woman with a F iſhes Tatl, 


' Or a Man's Head upon a. Horſes Neck, pn 
Or Limbs of Beaſts of the moſt different kings, | 
Cover d wich Feathers of all ſorts.of. Birds, 
Wou' d you not laygh,and think. the Paincermad; ? 
Truſt me that Book. 3 iS as ridiculous, BEE.” 
B Whoſe 


Fheir Pencils, and their Fancics at” d; 


43" gs 
4] 


Thifpriviledye wg we X -arff calle; 3 5 þ— | 


But Nature, and the Common Laws = INE : 
Forbid toreconcile Antipathys; * - 

Or make a. Snake engender , With a Dove, 

And huvgry'Tygers court the Lack Bambs ; 5: 
Some.that at firſt have promis'd mighty Gilnge, 
Applaiid themſelves, when a few florid Lines ! | 
| Shine through cl"inſ pid dulneſs of the reſt; 
Here they deſcribe A Temple, ora Wood: 

Or Streams that through delightful Mggdows run; 
And there the Rainbow; or he rapid Rhjne, 
Burt they miſplace t them all, and crowd cliem ih; 
And a are as much to ſeek in other things; 


TY woe, 


eely 


As-. 


E3) . 

As he that only: can defign'a Tree;' | 
Would: beto draw « Shipwreck or a'Storm ;, ' 

When youbegin with {6 miich-Pompand Show 
_ Whyis the cacti little and fo tow ? 
" Be what you'will, ſoyoube ſtill the lame. 
Moſt Poets fall iato the groſſeſt faults, I 
Neluded by a ſeeming Excellence: >. 


By Crivicg to be ſhort,” _—_ grow-Obſcure; | 


( ſirength, . 
And when they would write ſmoothly _ want 


Their Spirits fi nk; while others that affect, 

| Alofty Stile, ſivell to a Tympany 3 ps: 4 
Some timerous wretches tart: at every blaſt, 

And fearing Tempeſts, dare 1 not leave the Short; 

Others in tove with wild variety, | 

Draw Boars in Waves, and Dolphins? ina Wood ; 

"This fear of Erring, Joyn'd with want of Skill, 

Is a moſt certain way of Frring Rill. 

| B 2 | The 
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| 7< 4). 
The meaneſt Workmani in the Amilian. Square; 
il May grave: the Nails, or imitate the klair,, 
| it But cannot finiſh what he- hath begun: + A 
What is there more ridiculous than he * 
For one or two good features nia. Face - 
| Where all the reft-are ſcandalouſly ll,. 
' Make it but-moreremarkably ford... | 
| | Eet- Pocts match their SabzxeQ to:their ſtrength; 
And oftenery. what weight they can ſupport, 
And whiat their Shoulders are too weak to. bear;, 
Afeera ferious and judicious choice,. 
Method and Eloquence -willnever fail ;: 
_ As wellthe Force as Otnament-of Verſe,.. 
Conſifts in chooſi ing a fit-time for things, 
And knowing when a Muſe ſhould be indulg'd: 
In her full flight, and when ſhe ſhould be curb'd. 
" Words.muſt.. be choſen,. and be plac'd with kill; 
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* "OHJ 
You gain your poiat, if your induſtrious Art 
Can make wauſira] words cafie.and'plain; | 
Bue (if yourwiite 'of thin® Abſlraſe or New); 
Some of your own inventing may be us'd,. = 
(So.it be faldonrand- difcreetiy dbacY) + 
But he that hopes to have new'Words allow'd,.* 
Maſt fo derive:thenxftom the Grazian Spring; . 
As they may: ſvem-td flaw-withour conſtraint 3: | 
Can an Impartial: Readerdiſcommend: ' | 
In Yar, or in Virgil” what he likes > 
In Blanty or Cate 7: Why ſhould H 7 ** 
Be cnvat 'd for-the little I Invent; : 
Whgp Ennins. and Cato's:capious Style - 
Have ſo enrich:d;/ and fo adorn'd our TOO Jp 
Mea eyer had;. and/ever-will-have leave, 
To .coin-new words well faced' to the ape :* © + 
Words are like Leaves, ſome wither every year; - 
And: 


(6): 
And xzvery.year:a younger Race ſucceeds; | 
' Death is @ Tribute! all things 6wego Fate 

"The Enexite Nile KCzſars frupendous Work) 
Protects our. Navies from the'taging North ; 
And (ſinqe Gethegis:drain'd: the Pontin Lake) 
We Plow and'Reap. where former Ages row'd. 
See how the. Tyher (whole licentious Waves | 
So often txerflow?d the. neiphboriring Fields, : 
Now runs;a ſinooth and inofferifive Courſe, 
Confin'd by our great Emperors Command ; ' 
Yet this and they, and all will be forgot; - © 
Why then ſhould Words challenge Ecernitty, 

+» When greateſt Men, and greateſt A&iongglye ? 
Uie may.revive the obſoleteſt Words, 27 | 


And baniſh thoſe that now are molt in Vogue; | 
Uleis the Judge, ithe Law, and rule of Speech. | 
Homer firſt taught the World in Epick Verſe 
| | ( To 


( To writeids: —— and of Kings, 
ElegieswEre ar ficſt deſign'd for: Grief, 

Fhough gow weſe'thein to expre(s.our Joy) 
But to whoſe Muſe: we'owe that fort of Verle;, 
Fs undecided by the Mefi of: Skit; 3! ot 7 
Rage with: [Fambick's; arm'd Aiebilieus 

Numbers for Dialogue and/&6on fit 

And favourites-of the Dramitick Muſe. 

Fierce, Fofty; Rapid, whoſe commanding. ſound: 
Awes the reinctiſewotis Hoſes! of the Pit; 

And whole: pechliar Provirice is the e Stage. 

Gods, Heroes, Conquerors, Olympick Crowns: 
Loves: pleaſing Cares; and the ftee j joys of Wine; / 
Are proper ſubjects for the Lyrick Song: 

Why is hehonor'd with-a Poers Name, 

Who neither kriows; nor would obſerve a Rule?- 
And chuſes tobe Tgnorant-and Proud, FH 
= Rather: 


£8) 


. Rather than ownyhis Ignorance, andLeirn, - ; 
Let every thing have its dut Place 2nd Time: 


A Comick Subject Toves ankuinble Verſe, 
Thyeſtes ſcprns a low and Comick'Stile. '._ 
Yet Comedy ſometimes may raife her voice) 
And Chremes be alttow'd to foam aud rails 
Tragedians top, . lay by their State-to grieve x. 
Pelens and Telepbus exil'dand poor, T8 
Forgettheir ſelling, and G ygantick Words. 


. % - . 


Muſt wrice not only well, but movingly, 


. And raiſe Mens Paſſtons to what height he will, 


We Weep and Langh, as we ſee others do, 
He only makes me ſad who thews the way, 
And firſt is fad himſelf, then ( Telephws ) 


1 feel the weight of your Calamities, F 


And fancy all your miſeries my Own, 


Bue 


(9) 
But if you AR them ill, I leep or laugh : : 
Your looks muſt heeds alcer, as your SubjeQ does 
From kind to fierce, from wanton to ſevere, 
For Nature forms; and ſoftens us within, 
And writes our forrunes changes i in our face. 
Pleaſure enchants, impetuous Rage tranſports, 
And grief dejedts, and wrings the tortur'd Soul, 
And theſe are all interpreted by Speech ; 
But he whoſe words and fortunes diſagree, 
Abſurd, unpitied, grows A publick Ha 
Obſerve the Chara&ters of thoſe that ſpeak, 
Whether an honeſt Servant, or a Cheat, 
Or one whoſe blood boils in 1 his yourhful veins, 
Or a grave Matron, or a buſie Nurſe, . 
Extorting Merchants, carefull Husbandmen, 
Argives, or Thebans, Afians or Greeks. 


Follow Report, or feign coherent things, 
C Deſcribe 


C19) 
Deſcribe Achilles, as Achilles was, 
Irpatient, raſh, inexorable, proud, 
Scorning all Judges, and all Law but Arms ; © 
Mcdea muſt be all Revenge and Blood, 
Ina all Fears, Bio all Deceit, 
I muft wander, and Oreſftes mourn. : 
iy your bold Mufe dare tread unbeaten Paths, 
And bring new CharaCters upon the ſage, 
Be faxe your keepthem: up to their firſt height. 
New Subje&s are not eaſily explain'd, 
And you had better chuſe a well known Theam, 
Fhan truſt to-an Invention of your own ; 
For what originally others writ, 
May be o- well diſguisd, and ſo i improv d, 
Fhat with ſome Juſtice it may paſs for yours ; 5 
But then you muſt not Copy trivial things,. 
Nor word for word too 0 fairhfully Tranſlare, 


Nor 


Cir) 
Nor Fas ſome ſervile Tmitators do J 
Preſcribe at firſt ſich RiiQ imeaſie roles, 
As they muſt, ever Maviſhly obſerve, 
Or all the laws of decency retiourice : | 
Begin not as thy ofd Poetafter did,” 
( Troys famous IW ar, and Priams F ate, T fi no) 
In what will all-chts Offentation «nd? | 
The laboringiriountalifſeatce R__ fokth a mouſe: 
How far is this front the Meoniani Stile 
Muſe, ſpeak the Man, who f Fnce the ym rege of Troy, 
So many Towns, ſuch change of Manters ſaw. 
One with: a flaſh begins, and ends'1 in ſmoak, 
The other out 6f ſmoak brings glorious lighr, © 
And (wghout raifitg expeRation high ) 
Surprizes us with darling miracles, 
The Bloody Leftrygons inhumane Feaſts,” * 
With all.the Monſters, of the Land and Sea; 


G& 2 How 


(12) 
How Scyll2 bark'd, and Polyphemns roard : 
He doth not trouble Us with Leda's Eggs," 
When he begins to write the- Trojan War ;. - 
Nor writing the return of Dzomed,. 
Go back as far as Meleagers Death: 
Nothing is idle, each judicious Eine ZE, 
Inſenſibly acquaints Us with the Plotz, :.., .1 


He chooſes only what he canimprove,.”.. 1,1. 4 
And Truth.and Fiction are ſo aptly mix'd. 
That all ſeems Uniform, and of a piece. 208 


Now hear what every Auditor expects 3 5, 

If you-intend thar he ſhould ſtay to hear  _ 
The Epilogue, and ſee the-Curtain fall; + 
Mind how-our tem pers-alter with our Years, PA 
ind by thoſe Rules form. all your. Chara&ters :: . - 

Ine that hath newly learn'd to ſpeak and go, > '} 
oves childiſh. Plays, is ſ00n proyok*dand pleas'd,.; 
And. 


Ns RG crea - 
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(13). 

And changes every hour his wavering mind. /--- 
A Youth that; firſt :cafts off his'Tutors yoke,” 5010 
Loves Horſes; Hounds, and Sports, and-Exereiſe, 
Prone to Il. Vice, impatient of Regit66f, #13597 
Proud, :carcleſs, :foiid;-inconſtalitgandprofuſssct 
Gain and Ambition-rule our: riperykats,. 313513 39 C 
And make: bs:Javesdomnereſtyuitl power 421 
Old Men-ate only walking Moſpitls, TIT wal 
Where all defets1uidÞall diſcifes wroind (ig! Vii 
With reſfefs; pajnſirandunieve rornatinp Ri: 3's 
Lazy, moroſe\fulfof:del4ys-4ndhopes, 2 y. 3 
Oppreſt with Riches whichithey dare nothuſe 257 } 
IlE-natur'd cenlors efidie iprefent Age; 135: 7; bu 
And fond of alhthe-fotlies'of >the paſt*+ | © o160 Þ 
Thus all theti@furedfignr flowing Yeas;/--* /* + * 
Our ebbof litedqs breg takes atviry,. +! MbgTy 2572V7 
Boys muſt not Hav@th"kmbicious care-oP Menz, ' © 

fer Nor- 


| Nor Meathe, weak, anxieties of Age ; 
Some ehings ace ated, 'obhdts only; cold $1307 £ 
But what we hear moves leſs thaniwhat we'ſee'; * 


aw a - 


SpeQators-only. have their Eyes totruſt, © 
But:Audigass: ouſt truſt theit Bats an@-you ;:i'- 
Yet there axethings improper fora Scene, | | 
Which mea-6h Judgihneot.only will relace'z: i: | 
Medea muſt pptdiawy her tinwthering knife,” if. 
And ſpill kgr- Childrens blood ppont the Stape, 
Nor Atraus cagre his heerid. Feaſt prepares: /(*: 4 / 
Cadmus's, and, Pragyes Metamorpplidfes, 100 ot 
( She to. a. Syallow-turn'd,, he to'2 Snake) | 
And -whatſoexes contradiatb:my Seiifc; b :0 601-114 
I hate to ſee; and heyer. can believe. Jo Sno) tn, 
Five Attsazethe, guſt. meaſure of :a:Play,' : 
Never preſume. $@make'a-Giad appeai, ic i. » - 
Bur for.a baſineſs, worthy of a:God; 1 * - 
A | _ And 
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23:) 
And in one Scene no more than three ſhould ſpeak. 
A Chorus ſhould ſupply what A&tion-wanes, 
And hath a generous-and.manly-part; +: 


Bridles wild rage, Toves Rigid-honefty, ' * * 


And.-ſtri&t Obfervance of impartial Laws,- : 

Sobriety, fecurity.; and: Peaces 3m nan 

And begs the Gods to tarn blind Foreunes "ey 

To raiſe the Wretched, andipull down the Proud; 

( But nothing muſt 'be, Sung: between the AQs. | 

But what ſome way conduces to:the Plot.) 

Firſt the ſhrill ſonod of ;a;fmall: rural Pipe; | 

(Not loud like. Frumpets, nor adorn'das now }- 

Was entertainment-for the Infant Stage.. 

And pleas d'the thin-and. baſhfal Audience, 

Of out well-meaning, frugal Anceſtors. - 

But when onr Walſs and Limits were enlarg'd, 

And Men. (grown Wanton by prof; perity) 
Studied: 


016) 
Studied new Arts of Luxyry and'Faſe, 
The Verſe, the. Muſt ck,and che Sectiesimprov d; 
For how ſhoujd Ignorance be jadge of Wit, 
Or men of Senſe applaud the'Jeſts of Fools ? F | 
Then camezich Cloths arid graceful Ation'in, 
Then inſtruments were taughtmoremoving notes, 
And Eloquence with all her pomp and charms 
Foxetold as uſeful and ſententious Truths; © © . 
As thoſe deliver'd by the Delphick God: 
T he firſt: Tragedians, found that ſerious Stile 
Too grave for their Unculrivated age, 


And ſo brought wild and naked Satyrs in, 
(W hoſe motion;words,and ſhape were all a _ 
{As oft as decency would give them leave). 
Becauſe the mad nngovernable Rout, 
Full of confuſion, and the fumes of Wine, 
Lov'd ſuch Variety and antick Tricks. 

Bue 


(17)- 
But then they did not wrong themſelves fo: much, - 
To make a God, a Hero, or a King, 
(Stripp'd of his golden Crown and purple Robe) 
Deſcend to a Mechanick Diale&, 

Nor (to avoid ſach meanneſs) ſoaring high 
With empty ſound, and airy notions fly ; 

For, Tragedy ſhould bluſh as much to ftoop 

To the low Mimmick follies of a Farce, 

As a grave Matron, would to dance with Girles: 
You muſt not think that a Satyrick Stile 

Allows of ſcandalous and brutiſh Words, 

Or the confounding, of your Characters. 

Begin with Truth, then give Tavention ſcope, 
Arid if your Stile be natural and ſmooth, 

All men will trie, and hope to write as well; - 
And (not without much pains) be undeceiv d. 
So much good Method and Connexion may 

D Improve 


Improve the common and the plaineſt thidgs.;;: 


A Satyr that comes Raving fromithOWogds, .,! 
Maſt not; at fitſt {peak hke an Oratdig bone” 
But, though his language ſhould nbt;be refin'd; : 
I: muſt not be.Obſcene;: and Impudent,., | 14// 
The better Sort:-abhogs: ſqurridicy;, } 717 + 111 
And often cenſures, what the Rabble likes. 
Unpoliſh'd Verſes pals with many: Men,! ''c 
And Rog 1s too Indiilent in-that P6int 5-1 
But then, 'to- write at/a-lovſe rambling rate, 
In hope the'Werld will wink at all:our faults, Z. 
Is ſuch a.raſh;. ilkgrounded confidence,  ': -{/ 
As men may pardon, :but will never praiſe; . 206 
Confider well-the:Gteek Origiokls, 1. i ba 
Read them by:day, and think of thenuby night; 
But Plantus was admird'in former: time. 3. 14d 
Wich too-miich patichce. (not-tbcall.it-work) 
His 


(29) 
His harſh, : nnequial:Verſe, -wasMauſick then, .:- 
And Rudenefohad the PriviikdgelotzAWitos!: 1; 
When Theſpu:tirft exposd the Tragic Muſe; 
Rude-were-the Adtors, and bCarrthoB8ceng; : 
Where ghaftl yifaces fain'&withikeesbHWiney 
Frighted the Children;-andiamus'd the Croud 93; 
This Zſchilus (with indignation) ſaw, 
And builta Stage,.;foundHont.a dlegent dre; ©;. © 
Brought /Vinacds in (aCiviler difguile) :.:-]; |), 
And caght menbow. ca;ſpdak;: OY 
Next Comtdy! appear d with great applauſe, ' 
Till her licentious pd al abu ive Tongue, ,. 


IS 5 
> # 
#&A 4 & $+ 


Wakened " Magiltates Coercive i bod”; 
And fore d.it to ſupprels hey, Inſolence ;_ EY 


Our Wiizers have attempred every way, 


Saas 3 


1.310%] 


And they gelerve our 'prajſe whol daring Muy ks | 
Diſdain'd to be bcholdep rc 0. the Greeks ,.. 


- _ 
$2 64 nd - . g 
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(20) 
And. found fit Subjets for her Verſe-at home. 
Nor ſhould.we be leſs famous for our Wit,, 
Than for the force of our Victorious. Arms 5; 
But that the time and care, that are requir&: 

To overlook, and fale, and polifly well, 

Fright Poets-from that neceſſary Toyl. 


Democritus was {o-in love with wit; 
And'fome: Mens Natural impulſe to- write; 
That he-deſpisd the help of Art and Rules, 


And thought. none Poets tilb their Brains were: 
__ (crackd;;; 


And this hath ſo Intoxicated fome- 
That” ('to appear incorrigibly mad Y 


They. cleanlineſs and Company renounce; 

For Lunacy beyond'the Cure of art, 

Witk.a long-Beard; and'Ten long dirty Nails,. 
Baſs curram for: Apolls's Livery: 


O:my; 


(21) 
O my unhappy Stars! If in the Spring, 
Some Phyſick had not cnr'd me of the Spleen; 
None would have writ with more ſucceſs than I ;, 
But I am ſatisfied to: keep my ſenſe, 
And only ſerve to. whet that Wit in you, 
Fo whick T willingly reſign my claim.. 
Yer without writing [ may teach to write; 
Tell whar the duty of a Poet is; 
Wherein his Wealth and Ornament conſiſt, 
And how he may be form'd; and how improv'd;. 
What fit, what not, what excellent or it; 
Sound judgment is the ground of Writing well :- 
And when Philoſophy dire&s your choice- 
To proper. Subjefs rightly underſtood;. 
Words from:yonr-Pen will naturally flow 3. 
He only gives the proper Characters; 
Who-knows the duty of all Ranks.of Men,. 
And: 


(C225) 
And what weowe.to Colntrey, Parents; ms; 
Huw: Judges; ahd how Dm a1 -: 


Anll what berotnes a General to. allc3! 5 Slatey 
By the Original'of hamanellife.: : - 7+. . © {119 1,2. 


| Sometimes in rough-and undigeſted Plays 


We meet wth fuch a lucky Character, 

As being humor'd righc/and well perſu'd,.. 
Succeeds'much better, than the ſhallow Verſe, 
Andchiming Trifles, of more ſtudious Pens; 
Greece had a Genious, Greece had Eloqueatey: | 
Forker ambition and her end was Fame : Is 

Our Roman Youth is bred another wayg: 377 104 
And taught'no ares but thoſe of Uſury ; * 
And the glad Father glories in his Child, 


one 


? 
£ 


When he can ſabdivide a Fraction: > 7 


Can Souls, wie: -bytheit Parents from their birth * 


Have 


ory 


"(33 © 
Have been devoted thus to ruſt and gain, 
Be capable pf. high and.generons thoughts: 
Can Vetſes writ by-luch an Author live? 
But you (brave Youth.) wiſe Numy's worthy Heir,, 
Remember of what weight. your Judgmentiis, - 
And never venture to commend a.Book;: -., - 
That has notpaſsdall; Judges andall Teſts... |: / 
A Poet flrould! inflsuct; ,or pleate;. or .bothis i: /, 
Let all your precepts be ſucoin&t and. clear;:i - | 
That ready'wits-may.comprehend:themJaan,. . 


And faithful memories-retain-them! tong; My 2 


For ſuperflaitics are-ſoon forgot...” 
Never be {o concatted of your:Parts} - | 
To think you may perſwadeus ——_——— 
Or venture'to'bring in a Child alive, . 
That Canibalshavemmurther'd and devour'd:;: 
Old age cxplodeall but "Morality; AY 
Auſterity offends aſpiring Youths, 


v P 
a + &., 


Bute: 


(24) 
But he that joyns inſtructions with delight, 
Profit with pleaſure, carries all the Votes ; 
Theſe are the Volumes that enrich the Shops, 
Thefe paſs with admiration through the World, 
And bring their Author an Eternal fame. 
Be not too rigidly Cenſorious, 

A firing may jarr in the beſt Maſters hand, 
And the moſt skilfull Archer miſs his aim; 
But in a Poem elegantly writ, 

I will not quarrel with a ſlight miſtake, 
Such as our Natures frailty may excuſe ; 
Bur he that hath been often told his fault, 
And till perfiſts, is as impertinent, 

As a Mufician that will always play, 

' And yet is always'out at the ſame Note; 
When ſuch a poſitive abandon'd Fopp, 

( Among his numerons Abſurdities) 


Stumbles upon ſome tolerable Line, 
I fret 


(25) 
T fret to {ce them in Tuck company, .. 
And wandeiby.grhatoMagick they-catne there.” 
But in long Warks, $le<cp, will ſometimes farprizes 
 Hewer bichſelf hath-beety obſerv'd to nodd.; -.. 
Poems (like Piftntes) arciob different Sores, - : 
come bttrer-at'a diſtante, others near, :: 11! 
Some love the dark, ſome chuſe the dleareft light, 
And boldly: challenge'the moſt piercing Eye, 
Some pleaſe far once, ſome. will for ever pleaſe 
But Piſo (tho'your:awn Experience, | 
Join'd with your Fathers precepts make you wiſe) 
Remember-this as an important cruth ; 
Some things: admit of Mediperity, 
A Counſellot ar Pleader at the Bar, 
May watit Meſſalas powerful Eloquence, 
Or be leſs read:than deep Caſſellins ; 
Yet this indiffexent Lawyer is eſteem'd 3 


Burt no authority of Gods nor Men, 
rut #. E Allow 


Ld 


| 


— ——— 
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(26) 


Allow of azy'mean in Poefie. | 
As an ill Conſort; and'4 EO” bs ine 


Difgrace the Delicacy'of a Feaſt; '/ 


And might with core diſoion hav ben " a 
So Poeſie; whole end.is to delight; © / ) nts 
Admits of no-Degrees,” but muſt be nal 
Sublimely good,” or defpicably ill oo 
Fn other things men have ſome reaſbn lefe-; 
And'one that ennot Dance,.or Fence;. or r Rugs, 
Deſpairing: of ſucceſs, forbearsto: Try; W 


Bur all (withour conſideration) write 5; 


Some thinking thar thi' omnipotence of weat 
Can turn theminto-Poets' when they | _ ; 
Bur Piſo, youare- of roo quick a. fight” © virec3c- > þ 
Not to diſtern which way. your Talent les, 

Or vainly ſtrupple with your nar , 

Yet if it ever be your fate toWrive,, 


Let your Productions palsthe ſtricteſt Hands,. - 
Mine 


Thus when Anplnon buile the Thehan Wall, 


(27) 
Mine and your Fathers, end riot.ſee the light, 


Till, cime and: care have-cipged every: Line; _. .. 


What you keepby you;youmay chauge; &.miend, 


- But words once ſpake.tan never be recall'd. | 


TT mare than humiant power, 
6 Poets feign3, tame ſavage Beats, 

But Men x lamle, and as wild as thay, . . ... 
And firſt diſſwaded them from-rage and blood 5 | 


They feign'd the Stones dbey'd his Magick Lute'3 
Poets the fight Inſtrutre of Mankind, \ 
Brought all.things co cheic proper, aative Uſe 3 
Some they appropriated ta the Gods, 1. 
And ſpore. w pablick) ſome to private ends : 
Promiſtyots loye by marriage was reftrain'd. 
Cities wee huile, ''and bſaful Laws were made 3 
SO ancient! js: the pedipree of Verle,' © 0it 1d, 
__ a-Poets funQtion. + +> 
E 2 Then 


— 


. 8) 
Then: Homer's and Tyrteus martial Mule, - 
ET I Cn _ | 


JAS 


To Verfe we owe the Sacred!Oridtes;] 


And chilbett Precepts of Morality'4" bio o 
Some have by Verſciebtain'$rhelbwpt; nay 


(Whoy wick the Moſes, eafe theis wearicdthinds) 


Fhen bluſtcfiot Noble P6'to-prote&;35 1-1 2d 


Wha Godstoſpitc,”aidKigy deliphitiesttier 


Some hin that Poets tiaybe found by Arc; 7 
Othersmgineain; thaeNatare makes thei (6; 5: i 


F neither GovladArtowidioureleth}t S113 2362 
Nor Wit withonethe help of Att chhndoy! 218 
Bur mutually they need*cachveieng Ji 17 279102 


He thatdaretids tgaiti:th* Olppjaap Priney? br \ 
Muſt uſe bilnſelf-rohnoger; heargaridievld};:011 
Fake leave of Wing, arid the- ſoft joysof F ove';) 
Andino-Muſician dates pretend; to-skillz;i-i> 5 © 


Withour a-great Expence of time andipains;:-'! + 
Bu: 
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(29) 
But every-kittle hufie Scriblet now 
Swells withthepraiſes which he gives himſeFF'; 204 
And taking Sanctuary; in the Croud,'! © | 
Brags of his unpudence; andiſcorns to mend. | 
A cdyWord] raed gain akinc'? 
A flattring/Audicnee, than poor Tradefinea'do ' 
To perſwagde Cuſtomersty bu y: their Goods. b::4 
Tis hard tvifilidy Mii offigteat Eftarey 2:1! 1i 31:7 
That <an-diſtinguiſh:Flattorers-from. Palagdb' A 
Never dokideyour I novread your Book” 
BeforeogBriþſund:fwoyning: Aaditorg.il'i. 
For he'll eommentd and:feipn WEL 7 
Grow pale'6r weep! dd anything to-pleaſe;!': /-/ 
Pritefbſendsapprardefomov'd thin :Connterfeit; - 
As men.that truly: orieve; at Funerals, - 1 wo} 
Are not f6 161d; w8Hoft rhat <cty fox-hirs 5: 
Wiſe were the Kings;'-who-hever choſe a Friend 


Tall wichfull Cups they-had:unmask'd his-Soul, 
And! : 


WORE" gyro) = Par on on ere Som. 


( 32) 
And ſeen the bottom af: his deepeſt thonghes ; _ 
Yau cannat arm. your fel; with too muich care | 
Againſt the ſryiles of a'defigning Knave. - | - / 
Oxuintilins: (if his advice wereask'd ) | | > - + 
Would -ſretly:telt you what you ſhould corred, / 
Or (if, you could nor). bid you blotic-our,. > / 
And wich eve care ſupply che yacanty3  - 
Bue if he fannd/you-fond, ;and obſtinate/.. ' | 
(And apeer to-defend than mend your faults } = 
With-ilence leave you to admire your felf,- 
The prudent cate of | an Impartial friend, © - 
Will give. you notice.of eachidle Line, ., - _ 
Shew whae (mnds harſh, & what wants ornament, 
Or whereat is-t90- Lviſhly-beſtewed 5 1 G1parrsf 
Make yon;explain-all that he nds Obſcure, 
And with-a Brit Enquiry mazk your faules.;; 


Nor'tor theſe ttifles fear to loſe your love';: _ 
1} Thoſe 


_«C32) 
Fhoſe things, which now ſeem frivolous, & Tght, 
Will be of 'ferious confequence to'you;. - | 
When they have made node Reudaai 
A Mad Dogs foam; th” infe@ion- of the Plapue; 
Andall the Fudgments of the angry Gods,, 
We are not allmore heedfully to ſhun, 
Than Poetaſters ins their raging fits; | 
 Follow'd and poinzed atby Fools and Boys 
But dreaded and! proferibd by Menof ſenſe: | 
Xf (in ctheRaving of a francick- Muſe) 
And minding more his Verſts-than his Way, 
Any of theſe ſhould'drop into:a Well, 
| Tho he might burſt his Enngs to call for help;. 
No Creature would aff or pity him, 
Bur ſcemto-think he fell'og purpoſe in. 
Hear how an old'Scalian' Poet died ;: 
Empedoclts,- madito be thought a God; 


In: a cold fit lzap'd into» £tng's flames.. 
—Y Give 


(32) 
Dive Poets leave. to make themſelves away, i. 
Why ſhoyldis bea greater; fin.to kill; 551 !!:"7/ 
Than-to keep Menalive againſttheir\will Paris s 
Nor. was:thischauce ;;-But'a dclibergte(dhbite) 7. 
For if . Empedacles were now-reviv'd,2:'; {1 1:1 
He would be at his Frolick once again, wines "ds 
And his pretenfions to Divinity : 
'Tis hard to: ſay whether for Sactilege 
Or Inceſt, -or ſome more utthear'd of Crime 
The Rhyming Kiend is ſent i into theſs Nw, 
- Bue they: are all.moſt viſibly polkeſt, 
And like a baited Bear, when he eagh los, 
Without diftintion ſcize on all they meet; 
None ever ſcapd chat came within their —_: 


Sticking likg Leeches till chey. burſt with blood, : 


+ 443 =#: hu 


And never leave till they have read Men dead. 


Without remorſe inſatiably-.hey;read, ,. ' ..)/ 


FINISs. 


